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Biweekly Report on War Crime Trials  
 

The first non-legally valid (non-final) conviction for the “Storm“ Military Operation – only 5 years and 10 

months in prison for the killing of two elderly Serb civilians and one captured Serb soldier 
 
On 13 June 2013, subsequent to the repeated proceedings held at the Split County Court against Božo Bačelić, HV 
(Croatian Army) 113th Brigade Reconnaissance Unit Platoon Commander, Bačelić was found guilty for killing an 
elderly married couple - Milica Damjanić and Nikola Damjanić, two octogenarians whom Bačelić had happened to 
find in front of their family house during the action of the terrain search in the village of Prokljan near Skradin and 
killed them by opening fire from automatic weapons on 11 August 1995, after the completion of the “Storm” Military 
Operation. After the killing of the Damjanić couple, the Croatian Army conscripts Ante Mamić, Luka Vuko and 
Jurica Ravlić put wooden planks, tyres, dry branches and fishermen’s nets on the dead bodies and set them on fire. 
However, a criminal report against the mentioned conscripts was rejected since a statute of limitations came into force 
in respect of the criminal offence of providing assistance to a perpetrator after the commission of a criminal offence. 
In addition to the above stated, Božo Bačelić was found guilty also for killing the captured member of the so-called 
RSK Army (Republika Srpska Krajina Army) Vuk Mandić by shooting him with automatic weapons in Varivode on 
09 August 1995 or 10 August 1995, after capturing him in the hamlet of Mandići near Kistanje and taking him to the 
area of village of Varivode. Mamić and Ravlić were acquitted of charges of having participated in the stated killing.  
 
For the commission of war crime against civilians (killing of the Damjanićs), Bačelić was sentenced to the minimum 
sentence prescribed by the law – 5 years in prison, just as well as for the commission of war crime against prisoners of 
war (killing of Vuk Mandić), and then he was given a joint sentence of 5 years and 10 months in prison.  
 
Bačelić and other three accused persons were arrested as early as in 2001. In September 2002, all of them were 
acquitted of charges at the Šibenik County Court, however, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia quashed the 
acquitting verdict in 2007. After that, Bačelić was on the run and the court proceedings were on hold until April 2012 
when he was extradited from Germany.  
 
We point to the fact that this impossibility to prosecute and punish the persons who provided assistance to Bačelić 
after he had committed the crime, due to the statute of limitations, is the very consequence of an inefficient 
prosecution of war crimes. We are also aware that the adjudging the minimum sentence for the commission of war 
crime against civilians, i.e. killing of two elderly persons, followed by a deliberate concealment/removal of traces of 
crime, as well as the perpetrator’s escape from the country and Bačelić’s living on the run for several years, will not 
be well received by the family members of several hundred killed civilians and those civilians who went missing 
during and immediately after the Military Operation “Storm”. However, the punishment i.e. the length of this sentence 
may be viewed also in the context of adjudging generally more lenient sentences in cases of war crimes, especially 
when the sentences are pronounced to members of Croatian military units.    
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Still no one has received a conclusive, legally valid verdict of guilty for war crimes committed during and 

immediately after the Military Operation “Storm” 

 
The total of 27 war crimes (167 victims), committed during and after the Military Operation “Storm”, were registered 
in the Data base of the State Attorney’s Office of the Republic of Croatia. The perpetrators of 24 crimes (155 victims) 
still have been completely unknown. Only 3 criminal proceedings for the crimes committed during and immediately 
after the Military Operation “Storm” – against the total of 10 persons – were held or have been held before Croatian 
courts, however, not a single person yet has been convicted following a legally valid, final verdict of guilty!    
 
 

European Court of Human Rights and War Crimes in the Republic of Croatia  

 
Out of 1223 decisions and judgments rendered in the case of the Republic of Croatia, the ECHR rendered them thus 
far in the majority of cases (851) in conjunction with potential or established violations under Article 6 of the 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms - Right to a Fair Trial. In 34 cases, 
decisions and judgments were rendered in respect of violations under Article 2 – Rights to Life, and in 113 cases in 
respect of violations under Article 3 of the Convention – Prohibition of torture.  
 
The ECHR established in the cases Skendžić and Jularić that the Republic of Croatia violated Article 2 of the 
Convention by failing to implement effective investigations of killings committed during the war.  In certain cases, 
the ECHR deemed that due to the investigations which were not carried out or which had been carried out 
ineffectively, it can be considered in the case of family members of killed civilians that they were exposed to 
inhumane treatment by the state - and this issue is regulated by already mentioned Article 3 of the Convention.  
 
Croatian authority is obliged to carry out effective investigations, i.e. to take all relevant measures which could lead to 
disclosure of perpetrators and their bringing to justice. Failing to do so, the Croatian authority is in breach of the 
obligations under Article 2 of the Convention.  
 
Significant increase in the number of cases before ECHR has been recorded in the last few months which indicate 
violations of Article 2 of the Convention. Violations of Article 3 and Article 14 (Prohibition of discrimination) were 
also reported in some cases. 
 

 
 
Croatia enters the European Union – but still no restitution of damages to civilian victims of war and no 

satisfactory solution found in charging the costs of lost lawsuits  
 
On the first of July this year, the date of Croatia's accession to the European Union, the Act on Pecuniary 
Compensation to Victims of Criminal Offences will enter into force. Namely, this Act regulates the right to a 
pecuniary compensation to victims of violent crimes committed with premeditation. This compensation, resting on the 
principles of social solidarity and righteousness, is provided by the Republic of Croatia irrespective of the fact 
whether the crime perpetrator is identified and whether the criminal proceedings were initiated. However, victims of 
war crimes are not covered by it since it stipulates a condition that request for compensation is to be submitted 6 
months at the latest after the actual crime commission.  
 
Act on Pecuniary Compensation to Victims of Criminal Offences has been adopted pursuant to the European 
Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes, which commits member states to provide 
compensation of damage in the cases of premeditated criminal offences and killings caused by the commission of 
violent crimes.  
 
We use this opportunity to indicate once again that, not even at this moment when Croatia enters the EU, many 
civilian victims of war have still not received any appropriate compensation. There are many family members of 
killed persons who lost lawsuits in which they requested compensation of non-pecuniary damage from the Republic of 
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Croatia. The issue of obliging family members of killed persons to pay litigation costs for lost lawsuits has still not 
been resolved satisfactorily. There are no traces of any demonstration of social solidarity and righteousness.  


