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Just before marking the Day of Remembrance, the Vukovar City Statute has been amended – the city is now 

declared a place of special reverence, Cyrillic script is "thrown out"  
 

The Statute of the City of Vukovar was amended on the basis of majority votes by City Councillors, led by the HDZ 
and HSP Dr. Ante Starčević. The city area has been pronounced a place of special reverence for the victims of the 
Homeland War. The provision of bilingualism i.e. the wording on the official use of the Serbian language and Cyrillic 
script was removed from the Statute and thus the official language now is only Croatian and Latin script. 
 

Majority in the City Council, with reference to Article 8 of the Constitutional Act on the Rights of National 
Minorities1, exempted from the application the provisions of the Act on the Use of Language and Script of National 
Minorities and Article 12 of the Constitutional Act on the Rights of the National Minorities, which guarantees equal 
application of the language and script of a national minority in the territory of a local self-government unit in which 
the members of a national minority compose a minimum of one third of the population.  
 

The provision, which was entered in 2009 by the votes of the councillors of HDZ, HSP and SDSS, has been amended. 
It stipulated that members of the Serb minority have the right to free use of the Serb language and Cyrillic script in 
social and public life and in official communication in the affairs under the scope of the City. However, this provision 
has never been applied in practice, because it was only by the 2011 Census that it has been established that Serbs 
constitute more than one third of the population of Vukovar. 
 

Dispute over bilingualism in Vukovar is likely to continue. It is expected that the Ministry of Administration will 
suspend the application of the Statute, because any act of the local government must conform to the Constitution and 
laws. In this case, the final decision on constitutionality and legality would be made by the Constitutional Court. 
 

Such developments continue to increase intolerance toward the Serb minority in Vukovar and this intolerance is 
spread all over the country in recent months. Talks between the President of the Croatian Government and its 
Members and the representatives of the Headquarters for the Defence of Croatian Vukovar were held prior to already 
mentioned amendments of the Statute. After the Headquarters’ ultimate request that all bilingual signs must be 
removed in Vukovar, the mentioned talks, as it could have been expected, ended without agreement. This was 
followed by the earlier announced message that Vukovar "will not be hospitable" to the government representatives 
on the 18th November 2013, and a separate marking of the anniversary of the fall of the city was announced. But the 
Headquarters gave up on the organisation of a parallel memory column of people and their own protocol after all 

                                                 
1 Article 8: 
„ The provisions of this Constituional Act and of special laws governing the rights and freedoms of national minority members 
shall be interpreted and applied with the aim of ensuring respect for the members of national minorities and other citizens of the 
Republic of Croatia and promoting understanding, solidarity, tolerance and dialogue among them.“  
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relevant politicians and representatives of homeland war veterans' organizations condemned such division and called 
it inappropriate on the day which is dedicated to the victims of Vukovar. 
Later on, the representatives of the Headquarters announced, and the HVIDR-a leaders supported, the collection of 
signatures for a referendum aimed to amend the Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minorities. National 
minorities would have the right to equal use of their language and script if in the area of a local government its 
members would constitute at least half of the population. 
 
 

On the occasion of the forthcoming Day of Remembrance for the Victims of Vukovar on 18 November 2013,  

we call upon all participants to respect the dignity of victims and to respect the Government representatives.  
 

 

 

Serb military unit member has been sentenced to 9 years in prison for unlawful killing of two Croatian soldiers  
 

On 7 November 2013, the Karlovac County Court pronounced the verdict in which Marko Bolić was sentenced to 9 
years in prison because in his capacity as military unit member of the so-called SAO Krajina, together with his son 
Rade Bolić (unavailable to the Croatian judiciary), on 4 November 1991, he killed with shots fired from personal 
weapon Marijan Jakšić and Darko Tuškan, Croatian soldiers who immediately before that, having noticed the soldiers 
of the so-called SAO Krajina, laid down their weapons and raised their hands in surrender. 
 

Defendant Marko Bolić was arrested in October 2010 and he was in detention from that day until February this year 
when it had to be vacated due to the expiry of the maximum detention period stipulated by law. The indictment was 
issued in April 2011 and the trial began in September of the same year. In 22 months, only 5 trial hearings were held 
at which 14 witnesses were heard. Every time the hearing had to start anew because the recess between individual trial 
sessions was exceeding two months. Since the Karlovac court is not equipped with a video link, this significantly 
prolonged the proceedings. Despite the fact that such problems could have been predicted, this trial case was not 
delegated to one of the four "specialized" courts. The question now is whether the court proceedings would be carried 
out within a reasonable time, as guaranteed by Article 29 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and Article 6 
(Right to a fair trial) of the (European) Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
(ECHR).  
 

 

Suspended proceedings against the former JNA officer who was arrested mid last month 
 

After the prosecution changed in the indictment the legal qualification of the offence from war crimes against 
civilians into armed rebellion, on 30 October 2013, by the application of the General Amnesty Act, the charges were 
rejected and the proceedings were suspended against Slobodan Dotlić, a former JNA officer who was, together with 
thirteen JNA officers, sentenced in absentia by the District Court in Gospić in 1993 for war crimes against civilians 
committed by shelling Gospić. 
 

Dotlić was arrested at the border crossing between Croatia and Hungary on 18 October 2013, when returning from 
Korenica where he visited his parents. In 2011, he was granted a reopening of the trial. However, it was not conducted 
because his case was transferred from the Gospić County Court to Rijeka County due to changes in the jurisdiction of 
the courts. 
 
 

According to the allegations by the Coalition of Associations of Refugees in the Republic of Serbia, Slobodan Dotlić 
was arrested on 18 September 1991 by members of the Croatian military units. He was kept in prison in Gospić until 
26 November 1991. He was released after the exchange, without any charges and judgments. In prison, his seven ribs 
were broken and the skull was cracked. He is a disabled person with determined disability of 80%, has constant 
headaches and PTSD. 
 

Still, no one is held responsible for his ill-treatment in prison. According to Article 3 of the ECHR „no one shall be 
subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment“. The Republic of Croatia is obliged, without 
any discrimination (Article 14 of the ECHR), to carry out effective investigations in all cases where there is suspicion 
of commission of criminal offences. 
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Another former JNA officer, earlier convicted in his absence for shelling a Croatian town, has been arrested 
 

On 29 October 2013, the BiH Border Police members arrested Serbian citizen Aleksandar Lazarević at the border 
crossing Rača at the entrance to Bosnia and Herzegovina from Serbia. The Court has issued an international All 
Points Bulletin (APB) against him for committing war crimes against civilians in Croatia. 
 
 

Crime committed by shelling Zadar and its surrounding area 
 

The Zadar County Court, in its judgment of 24 April 1997, upheld by the VSRH ruling of 27 April 1999, convicted in 
absentia nineteen JNA officers because in September and October 1991 they were issuing and transmitting orders to 
subordinates that without any military needs unselectively open fire from mortars, anti-aircraft machine guns and 
cannons at civilian facilities in all regions of Zadar and its surrounding area. Such combat operations resulted in the 
death of at least 30 civilians, massive damage to over 120 civilian objects, as well as the facilities of the largest 
cultural and monumental and economic significance. 
 

The defendants were each sentenced to the following prison sentences: Momčilo Perišić, Milić Potpara, Ilija 
Branković, Stojan Vučković, Nikola Germanac and Spasoje Čojić to 20 years in prison; Duško Gojković and 
Miroslav Bobić to 15 years; Senaid Grba, Mile Rudić and Aleksandar Lazarević to 14 years; Predrag Tasić, Željko 
Batinić, Saša ðurović, Dragomir Jokić and Božo Perić to 13 years; Mirko Marčeta and Nebojša Filipović to 12 years; 
and Jovan Milivojević  to 10 years in prison. 
 
 

Lazarević is kept in extradition detention. It is under jurisdiction of the BiH Court to establish whether there exist 
conditions for his extradition to Croatia. 
 

 

Criminal proceedings against unavailable Serb military unit member begin before the Rijeka County Court  
 

On 4 November 2013 began the main hearing in the case against Željko Žakula after it had been decided on 24 
October 2013 that he would be tried in his absence.  
 
 

Accused Žakula is charged with the indictment issued by the Gospić ŽDO (no. KT-23/97 of 16 October 2009) that in 
his capacity as military unit member of the so-called SAO Krajina together with now deceased Dragan Barać, in 
Čanak near Korenica in March 1992, he took out Blaž Grbac out of his house and, after Barać stabbed him in the 
neck, he fired several shots at Grbac and caused multiple gunshot wounds because of which Grbac died. 
 
 

Defendant resides in the Republic of Serbia. He was being orderly served with the indictment. Previously, on two 
occasions, he was orderly summoned for the main hearing scheduled before the Gospić County Court. Through 
diplomatic channels, he was also summoned for the main hearing before the Rijeka County Court. He does not 
respond to summons to appear before court and does not justify his absence.  
 

 

Investigation against the former Territorial Defence (TO) commander for crimes against civilians and 

prisoners in Antin has been ordered 
 

According to the Osijek ŽDO’s statement issued on 8 November 2013, an investigation against a citizen of the 
Republic of Serbia2 has been ordered. There are grounds for suspicion that this person, in his capacity as commander 
of Markušica TO Headquarters and headquarters in Antinska Mlaka, Ostrovo, Gaboš, Palača and Podrinje, from 1 
September 1991 until May 1992 in Antin, although he knew of unlawful activities against the local population by TO 
members and newcomers-volunteers from Serbia, failed to take any action to prevent and punish such activities and 
he even participated personally in some of them. 
 

As the result, 25 civilians and two members of the Crisis Headquarters of the Defence of the village Antin were killed. 
16 civilians were unlawfully arrested and physically and mentally abused. 
 

                                                 
2 Many Internet portals alledge that this person is Dragomir Petković. 
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News from the ICTY 
 

 

Trial Chamber in the Šešelj case is complete 
 

With the appointment of Senegalese judge Mandiaye Niang, the Trial Chamber in the case of Vojislav Šešelj has been 
completed. Šešelj is the Serbian Radical Party leader charged with crimes against humanity in Vojvodina, Croatia and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 
 

“… Šešelj’s trial was proceeded before the Trial Chamber headed by Judge Jean Claude Antonetti. It also comprised 
two ad litem judges, Frederik Harhoff and Flavia Lattanzi. However, after a newspaper published Judge Harhoff’s 
private letter in June 2013, Šešelj filed a motion to disqualify the judge because of Judge Harhoff’s alleged bias in 
favour of the conviction of the accused. In his letter, Judge Harhoff expressed his concern over the Tribunal’s ‘new 
course’. On 29 August 2013, the specially appointed panel granted Šešelj’s motion with a majority vote, with Judge 
Liu dissenting, and disqualified the Danish judge. The majority confirmed the decision on 7 October 2013 when it 
dismissed the prosecution’s request for the reconsideration of its previous decisions. 
 

In the decision to appoint a new judge, Vice-president Agius notes that, in his view, the Trial Chamber should now 
consult with the accused to see whether they should “re-hear the case” or to continue the trial with the new judge. 
However, the final decision will be up to the Trial Chamber.…” 
 

From the text „Šešelj's Trial Chamber finally complete”, published by the ICTY Sense Tribunal, on 31 October 2013. 
 
 

Trial against Šešelj began on 7 November 2007. 
 

 


